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CHESTER PASS ROAD 
Grievance 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Roe) [9.45 am]:  I draw the attention of the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure to yet 
another road.  I recently inspected the Chester Pass Road.  I thank the minister for her previous inspection of this 
road some time ago.  I believe the minister actually travelled on a road train along this road, so she will be 
somewhat aware of the situation.  I was called on 10 August by a farmer, Brian Smith, of Pingrup; Geoff Myers, 
the managing director of Southern Road Transport; Mike, a driver for Southern Road Transport; and some 
concerned residents.  There has been concern for some years about the 120-kilometre section of the road from 
Borden to Albany.  I am not talking about the ring-road section into the Albany port, as I recognise that some 
upgrades have been carried out to that area, particularly for the transport of woodchips.  The section of particular 
concern is the northern third, including the section through the Stirling Range National Park.  It is a problematic 
road that was built 40 years ago for eight-tonne trucks.  It is problematic because the bitumen has a total width of 
six metres, with no shoulders.  With a C-train, which is a road train 36.5 metres long, it is very easy for the rear 
trailer to run off the bitumen and into the gutter.  The road train traffic in this area from two hauliers - Southern 
Road Transport and Hall’s Transport -  amounts to 10 road trains an hour.  Wheat is transported largely from 
Lake Grace, Pingrup, Newdegate, Borden, Nyabing and Ongerup. 

The traffic problem, particularly the issue of road trains, was exacerbated by the fact that the rail line from 
Newdegate and Lake Grace to Narrogin is dysfunctional, for two reasons.  A recent wash-out cut the rail line off 
between Nyabing and Katanning.  Even without the extra rain we have experienced in recent times, the railway 
cannot cope with the volume of wheat that needs to be transported to the port of Albany.  We are not yet in 
harvest time; however, wheat needs to be transported to Albany to make room for the harvest later this year.  The 
Chester Pass Road is used by these vehicles for 10 hours a day.  Ten road trains an hour use the road on 200 days 
of the year.  I draw the minister’s attention to three danger sections; namely, the Tilbenup section, which is 12 
kilometres south of the Stirling Range roadhouse; the woolshed corner; and where the Salt River Road meets the 
Borden-Albany road.  Trucks have run off the road as trailers enter the gutter; in fact, two trucks left the road the 
week before I was there on 10 August.  I know the other issues involved and the demand for road upgrades, and I 
have heard about the South Western Highway and the Brand Highway.   

I now draw the minister’s attention to the crash statistics on the road that is the subject of my grievance.  The 
crash summary suggests that in just over 12 months there have been three fatalities, one hospital admission and 
one medical treatment, and the police classifications indicate that four major road crashes and one minor road 
crash have occurred.  The mechanics of these crashes were that there was one head-on crash, four crashes that 
involved hitting an object, three rear-end crashes and six of those 10 accidents occurred where the road curves.  
Over the past 10 years five trucks have come off the road, and two such incidents can be added to statistics - I 
refer to the two trucks that left the road the week before I visited the area.  I recognise that these are not above-
average statistics, but I draw the minister’s attention to the potential for further accidents.  Stirling Range is a 
tourist attraction, as people visit to sightsee.  The tourists and the difficulties for truck drivers on Chester Pass 
Road are a potentially disastrous combination.  A tourist passenger vehicle may end up in the gutter, and there is 
also a potential for a car versus road train incident.  It might be said that there is a lot of bleating about roads, but 
I refer to an important trade route that carries nearly one million tonnes of grain.  No alternative route is 
available.  This issue was drawn to the attention of the upper house by Hon Frank Hough in November 2004.  I 
recognise the plethora of road upgrade demands.  However, I suggest the following priority plan: build some 
shoulders on this road, particularly on its northern third; attend to the three danger sections; and perhaps provide 
passing lanes and passenger lanes.  I call on the minister to examine some affordable and sensible priorities 
aimed at correcting some of the deficiencies to help transport this valuable commodity and to avoid further 
potential accidents. 

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.53 am]:  I thank the 
member for his grievance.  I appreciate that he is advocating on behalf of his community, which is his right and 
proper job.  My job is to weigh up all the competing priorities and to make decisions based on the greatest need.  
These two things are not necessarily incompatible.  Obviously, I must look more broadly than perhaps is the case 
with local members.  I am prepared to look at the three intersections mentioned.  I am trying to identify them on 
the map.  I cannot see the names that the member quoted, but we will follow that up.  

We need a little perspective here.  I have the crash statistics for the past five years.  Rarely is a decision made on 
the basis of what happens in one year.  The picture of what has occurred in the past five years is a total of 32 
crashes, comprising three fatals, five requiring hospitalisation and six requiring medical treatment only, with the 
other incidents being minor.  No crashes involved overtaking, 53 per cent involved either hitting an object or 
hitting an animal, a further 25 per cent were non-collision and 63 per cent occurred on straight sections of road.  
When that crash rate is compared with that for other areas of road in the south west - focusing on the south west 
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as we are - that road would not give us cause to think it is a high priority.  We recognise that area and we are 
looking at the area between the Stirling Range and Borden to undertake more work.  Discussions have been held 
with the local authorities about a couple of intersections there.  Work has been done on developing plans on two 
intersections - one each on Bluff Knoll Road and Formby Road South.  Those two projects will cost about 
$1 million, and we have asked the councils to apply for funds under the state black spots funding program. We 
will have a decision on that in 2005.  We will do what we can to get those projects covered under the expanded 
state black spots program.  Obviously, a number of other things can be done.  In particular, we are looking at a 
program of widening culverts and shoulders at a number of locations to provide better drainage and increased 
lane width to accommodate heavy vehicles and to improve overtaking conditions.  That will be considered in 
next year’s budget.  We will look at getting at least some of that work done, and look at getting some of the 
intersections the member referred to fixed up in the minor programs.  However, other roads in the south west 
must be a higher priority.  The volume of traffic indicated by traffic counts is that that section of road carries, at 
its maximum, a couple of hundred vehicles a day.  That can be compared to Albany and Muirs Highways, which 
carry a couple of thousand vehicles a day.  Therefore, we must be realistic about its prioritisation and the amount 
we can spend.  Near Routs Road, for example, the average daily traffic count is 235.  We recognise that a high 
percentage of that traffic is permit vehicles, but, in terms of mixing, they are not particularly high volumes, as 
you would understand, Mr Speaker.  Albany and Muirs Highways carry 10 times that amount.   

I am very interested in the matter raised.  I thank the member for drawing to my attention the fact that the rail 
line is not operational.  That is a great concern to me - we certainly will follow that up.  One of the fears of the 
privatisation of the rail lines undertaken by the Court government was that, notwithstanding the obligations 
under the agreement, some of these smaller lines would become non-operational.  We also feared that the burden 
of running the rail would be transferred onto roads at the cost of local communities and the state government.  I 
thank the member for drawing that matter to my attention.  I assure him that we will do whatever we can to 
progress work on the two intersections at a cost of $1 million.  I take on board the member’s advocacy to see 
what can be done to get some allocation in next year’s budget for works between Borden and the Stirling Range. 
 


